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ORCHID TIDBITS 

Thrips are very small sucking insects that feed on flowers and occasionally leaves and can 
transmit disease from plant to plant.  Infested buds may not open and flowers may be de-
formed exhibiting water soaked spots.  Leaves may appear pitted, stippled, silvery or 
bleached. Roots can be girdled from thrips feeding on the growing root tips. 
 
Treatment: Plants and flowers can be sprayed with a pesticide like Orthene, Malathion or 
Safer Soap and the stronger chemicals like Talstar, Avid or the Bayer imidacloprid product, 
rotating products and applying them in accordance with label instructions. Conserve is an-
other alternative and it can be sprayed directly on the flower. Repeat applications will be 
required because thrips remain hidden on the plant or can be reintroduced to the plant from 
other flowers in the landscape. For severe infestations, apply chemicals twice a week for 
three weeks. 
 
Prevention: Good sanitation will help prevent infestation as will keeping plant hosts (flowers, 
citrus, gardenias, eucalyptus, etc.) separate from your orchids. The thrips lay eggs that 

Aphids are sucking insects that 
attack buds, flowers and new 
growths and transmit disease from plant to plant. Buds and flower may fail to 
open and leaves may have a sticky deposit. 
 
Treatment: Wash aphids away from the plant with a jet of water. Plants can 
be sprayed with a pesticide like Malathion, Orthene or Safer Soap using the 
product in accordance with label instructions.  
 
Additional Info: The honeydew excreted by aphids and other sucking insects 
is attractive to ants and is an ideal medium for sooty mold. When sooty mold 
is present, inspect the plants for aphids, mealybugs, scale and mites. 

Mealybugs are sucking insects that attack any part of the plant but tend to 
stay tucked away at the junction of leaf and stem. Severe infestations cause 
chlorotic areas to appear on the leaves, which may darken, causing the leaf to 
yellow and drop prematurely. 
 
Treatment: If there are only a few mealybugs, use a Q tip dipped in isopropyl 
alcohol or toothbrush dipped in a pesticide like Malathion, Orthene or Safer 
Soap (used per label instructions) to physically remove the mealybugs. For 
more severe infestations, apply the pesticide and repeat the application 2 
weeks later. Be sure to spray all plant surfaces, particularly the undersides of 
leaves and leaf axils. 
 
Prevention: Remove old leaf and flower sheaths to eliminate hiding places and 
allow easy inspection. Check new plants carefully before adding to the growing 
area. 

       Pests in our gardens……. 

Courtesy of:  Thrips Pest Management (IFAS, University of Florida) & Dr. Paul Johnson, South Dakota State University and 
Susan Jones, American Orchid Society. 
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B.R.O.S. Orchid Show & Sale 
 
 
Denise Libby and Corinne Juliano are on the look-out for sponsors for our 
Show Trophies.  If you cannot help as a show volunteer, or even if you can, 
and would like to donate a tax-deductible donations of $100 to offset the cost 
of our show trophies and AOS Judging expenses, please contact Denise at 
954-796-7559 or Corinne at 561-483-2411.  If your employer or dentist or  
doctor would like to make a donation, they will be acknowledged at our show 
with their name on the Sponsor Board and on the award certificate in addition to getting the 
tax deduction. 

Sponsor a Trophy 

B.R.O.S. SHOW TICKETS 
 
 

Please mail your “Show Ticket” money by January 15th or bring 
to the January Meeting.   
Extra tickets are available, please contact: 

         Sharon Wesolowski @ 954-605-9932. 
 

 $5.00 admission for Pre-Sale price of $3.00---What a Bargain ! ! ! 
 
 Invite your family and friends to see all the beautiful displays and purchase the 

most gorgeous Orchids. 
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November 2010    Boca Raton Orchid Society     Plant Table   
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B.R.O.S Plant Table Registration Instructions. 

1.  You must have owned your plant for at least 6 months. 

2.  Absolutely NO INSECTS. 

3.  Your orchid must have a name. 

4.  It must be in the correct category. (Ask if you don’t know.) 

5.  PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY the name of the Orchid and your name on the Registration 
Form. 

 6.  Try to place your plant in an attractive container to enhance the orchids beauty. 

IF THESE CRITERIA ARE NOT MET, YOUR PLANT MAY BE DISQUALIFIED. 

Help all members enjoy your beautiful orchids by displaying them correctly. 

BONUS:  Each plant registered will receive a FREE raffle ticket for the plant draw. 

Category Ribbon Orchid Name Owner 

Vanda Blue Ascda, John De Biasex XV. Tessellata Garfield Gilchrist 

Cattleya Bifoliate Blue Bc Maikai ‘Mayum’ x Lc Jalepa Seimper Fy Marty Hunt 

Brassavola Blue Brassavola ‘Little Stars’ Lorraine Conover  

Oncidium Alliance Blue Oncidium ‘Wild Cat’ Paint Pot Garfield Gilchrist 

November 2010    Boca Raton Orchid Society     Plant Table   

UNIDENTIFIED FLOWERING ORCHID CATEGORY  
Category Ribbon Orchid Name Owner 

Oncidium  Red Identified as possible ‘Wildcat’ Garfield Gilchrist 

Cattleya Bifoliate Red Unidentified Marina Kruse 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor: 

On behalf of all the members, I would like to thank Marian McElligott for being our newsletter editor for the past two years.  
Marian has done an incredible job. Many thanks for the time she has donated to make the society a better place. 

As many of you are aware, we have been looking for someone to take over Marian’s position for the last 6 months.  As of this 
date, we still do not have a volunteer willing and able to write the monthly newsletter. Unfortunately, if a replacement is not 
found, December will be the last newsletter until a volunteer can fill this role. 

For those of you who were not able to attend the November meeting, I spoke about how this is OUR society not the board 
member’s society.  We encourage everyone to help wherever possible.  Whether you are working as a board member, in the 
kitchen, at the library, newsletter editor, running the raffle table, bringing in snacks, helping with a special event, participating 
in the orchid education program, or whatever it is, the Society doesn’t exist without everyone’s contribution.  If you are cur-
rently not involved in something, please stand up!  If everyone works a little better, the society will be much more enriching 
and fulfilling. 

Corrine Juliano 

President 
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Disclaimer: All information contained in this newsletter is for your enjoyment and information. NO copying of articles or  use of clip art or pictures is allowed, 
unless prior  written permission is received from the BROS Board of Directors.  Copyright and Software Infringement may apply. 

Refreshments are needed for our January 2011 Meeting  

These refreshments can be:  Cookies, cakes, punch, soft drinks, vegetables & dip,  

         cut up fruit, fruit salad , nuts, chips or anything tasty to share with the other members during the 
break. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN IN SO WE CAN ACKNOWLEDGE YOU IN THE NEWSLETTER.   

Thank You to all for bringing the delicious goodies to share at our October meeting. thank you to:  Kim Hitt, 
Carolyn Huckshorn and Barbara Benefield  for providing the goodies for our refreshment table. 
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Support the Boca Raton Orchid Society Advertisers  

Boca Raton Orchid Society Membership 

FIRST YEAR    

SINGLE     $25.00 COUPLE   $35.00 - Newsletter   

RENEWAL 

SINGLE     $18.00 COUPLE   $25.00 - Newsletter e-mailed    
SINGLE     $23.00 COUPLE   $28.00 - Newsletter U.S. mailed  

Business:  $40.00 - Newsletter e-mailed 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Sharon Wesolowski  
MEMBERSHIP@BROSONLINE.ORG 

MAIL CHECKS TO: 
BOCA RATON ORCHID SOCIETY 
P O BOX 276367 
BOCA RATON, FL  33427 

Consultations Available 

Advertise Here 

Non-Member $120.00 per year 

Member $100.00 per year 

Contact Marian McElligott 

561-367-9731 

email: editor@brosonline.org 

BROS Shirts are Here 
Order Yours Today. 
See Denise Libby to 

special order your shirt 
954-796-7559 



P.O. Box 276367 
Boca Raton, , FL     33427  

We’re on the Web! 
www.BocaRatonOrchidSociety.com 

Boca Raton Orchid Society 

Boca Raton Orchid Society  
BROS Meetings are Held the 

 2nd Thursday of each Month at 

 7:30 p.m. at: 

 

Safe Schools Institute 

Southeast Corner of   

Military Trail and Spanish River Blvd. 

 

1790 N.W. Spanish River Boulevard 

Boca Raton, FL   33431 

561-982-0900 


